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TYPE (PREFIX) FIELD.  (Recommended wording for data element definition.) 

1.  Associated list prefix letters in accordance with ASME Y14.34 shall be entered in the type (prefix) field.  (The remainder of the list document number is entered in the document number field).  

2.  The prefixes of other prefixed document numbers shall be entered, provided those documents are always associated with a separate existing document of the same base number.  For purposes of this paragraph, a prefixed document number is a number assigned to a document whose number is formed by the combination of a two digit letter prefix and the number assigned to a separate existing associated document.

3.  Only prefixes assigned by the document’s design activity or preparing activity can be entered in the type (prefix) field.

DOCUMENT NUMBER FIELD.  (Recommended wording for data element definition.) 

1.  Enter the number assigned to the document, less any two letter prefix of that document number entered in the type (prefix) field.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

NOTE:  The “type code” and “prefix code” systems are mutually exclusive.  

a.  The “type code” is a non-significant code placed in the “type code field” which provides comment on the complete document number entered in the document number field. 

b.  The “prefix code” is an assigned prefix to a document and entered in the “type (prefix) code” field, regardless of external tables of “valid” codes, and the remainder of the prefixed document number is placed in the “document number” field.

c.  The AF task group has selected the “prefix code” system, but the question of a selection of  “type codes” to use either remains open or is not clear.

POSITION:  The AF task group, by their decision to use “prefix codes” over “type codes”, has elected by default to have NO type codes.  The task group therefore has no decision to make on what type codes to use.   Type codes shall not be entered.   Further, there must be no table of “valid” type codes or prefix codes, as all prefixes assigned by the design activity or preparing activity override external “code rules” tables. 

